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Thank you Petsecure!

We are thrilled to extend our heartfelt thanks to
Petsecure for their generous support of our community
spay and neuter clinic through the Definity Insurance
Foundation. Their invaluable contribution is making a
significant impact by helping us provide essential services
to pets and promoting responsible pet ownership. Thanks
to Petsecure, we are improving the lives of countless
animals in our community, ensuring they receive the
care they need and deserve.

petsecure
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Catch Us at Spruce Meadows
Christmas Market

NOV 15 - 17 Looking for the perfect Christmas gifts for your furry
friends? Stop by the Calgary Humane Society booth
NOV 22 - 24 at the Spruce Meadows Christmas Market! We'll be
there offering a selection of snuffle mats and pet
NOV 29 - DEC 1 toys that are sure to delight your pets and make the

holiday season special for them. Grab one of our
animal ear sweaters for yourself too while you're at it!
All proceeds go back to help the animals at our shelter.

The Spruce Meadows Christmas Market is a wonderful
opportunity to connect with us, learn more about our
mission, and discover how you can support animals in
need. Whether you're shopping for your pets or looking s
to make a difference in the community, our booth is a & A Ty
must-visit. See you there! ' Lot




Unbreakable Bonds: How Calgary
Humane Society is Encouraging
the Human-Animal Connection

The bond between humans and their companion animals is
nothing short of magical. It's a symbiotic relationship where
both parties find their needs met—pets rely on humans for food,
shelter, water, and protection, while people often depend on
their furry friends for a sense of purpose and companionship.
This profound connection is known as the human-animal bond.

However, this bond faces numerous threats: domestic violence,
displacement due to natural disasters, and even the ever-
looming specter of inflation. The risk of severing this bond
can lead to devastating consequences for both humans and
animals: isolation, loneliness, depression, and, in some cases,
even loss of life.

Recognizing the gravity of this bond, Calgary Humane
Society is dedicated to preserving it through our Continued
Companionship programming. This initiative encompasses
various programs, including the Pet Food Bank, Emergency
Boarding and Pet Safekeeping, No-Cost Spay/Neuter and
Wellness Clinics, Rosco’s Keep Them Home, Pets and Renters,
and the Seniors Program. Each program addresses unique
needs but shares one singular goal: to protect the human-
animal bond by connecting pet owners with essential resources.

Through these programs, we have touched many lives, each
with its own unique story. We have encountered individuals
bravely escaping domestic violence, battling health crises,
and stretching their last dollar to ensure their pets are fed
and cared for. The common thread among these diverse
circumstances is the unwavering determination to protect
and care for their beloved pets.

The redlity is, without resources to maintain responsible pet
ownership, people face extreme risks. We have met individuals
who were previously suicidal before they met their pet, who
then gave them purpose to stay alive. We have met individuals
who got, and stayed, sober because of their pet. These stories
highlight the vitalimportance of the Continued Companionship
initiatives.

For many pet owners, the thought of surrendering their pet is
a living nightmare. No one should have to face the heartbreak
of giving up their pet because they have no choice. For one
Calgary senior, this situation became a gut-wrenching reality.

Charlotte had her cat, Hershey, for eleven years. She rescued
him from a drug house when he was just a kitten. Ten years




later, Charlotte faced a life-altering challenge—she was fleeing
from domestic violence. Seeking shelter and safety for both
of them, Charlotte enrolled Hershey in our Pet Safekeeping
program. After a harrowing separation, they were reunited
weeks later and Charlotte was so grateful that she became
a volunteer to pay it forward.

Just one year later, a new crisis struck. Hershey fell ill,
becoming lethargic and vomiting. Charlotte, now a senior
on alow income, was unable to afford the necessary medical
attention. She searched desperately for low-cost veterinary
care but found no available resources in her time of need.
With nowhere left to turn, she approached us, quietly inquiring
about any possible resources. She braced herself for what
seemed inevitable—surrendering her closest companion to
get him the care he needed.

However, in 2023, we launched the Seniors Program. This
initiative was designed with seniors like Charlotte in mind,
acknowledging the struggles they face in accessing proper
care for their pets. With the rising costs of veterinary services,
many seniors on fixed incomes cannot afford the care their
pets need, risking surrender or neglect. The Seniors Program
aims to keep pets with their senior owners by subsidizing
veterinary costs for qualifying seniors.

So, on November 21st, 2023, when Charlotte sought help from
us, believing surrender was her only option, she was instead
connected to the Seniors Program. Through this program,
we provided the essential resources to keep Charlotte and
Hershey together—healthy, happy, and safe once again.

In every program and every story, we reaffirm our commitment
to preserving the human-animal bond, ensuring that no one
must face the heartbreak of losing their beloved pet. Through
initiatives like the Pet Food Bank, Emergency Boarding and
Pet Safekeeping, No-Cost Spay/Neuter and Wellness Clinics,
Rosco’s Keep Them Home, Pets and Renters, and the Seniors
Program, we address critical needs and offer lifelines to
those in dire situations. Each program is a testament to our
dedication, providing support and resources to pet owners
in their most vulnerable moments. Whether it’s helping a
senior keep their cherished companion, offering refuge to
pets of domestic violence survivors, or aiding those facing
financial hardship, Calgary Humane Society stands as a
beacon of hope. Our unwavering mission is clear: to protect
animals, support people, and create a more humane world
by keeping pets and their owners together, healthy, happy,
and safe, reaffirming the profound connection that enriches
both human and animal lives.







