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Thank you Petsecure!
We are thrilled to extend our heartfelt thanks to 
Petsecure for their generous support of our community 
spay and neuter clinic through the Definity Insurance 
Foundation. Their invaluable contribution is making a 
significant impact by helping us provide essential services 
to pets and promoting responsible pet ownership. Thanks 
to Petsecure, we are improving the lives of countless 
animals in our community, ensuring they receive the 
care they need and deserve.
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Catch Us at Spruce Meadows 
Christmas Market

NOV 15 - 17

NOV 22 - 24

NOV 29 - DEC 1

Looking for the perfect Christmas gifts for your furry 
friends? Stop by the Calgary Humane Society booth 
at the Spruce Meadows Christmas Market! We’ll be 
there offering a selection of snuffle mats and pet 
toys that are sure to delight your pets and make the 
holiday season special for them. Grab one of our 
animal ear sweaters for yourself too while you’re at it! 
All proceeds go back to help the animals at our shelter. 
 
The Spruce Meadows Christmas Market is a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with us, learn more about our 
mission, and discover how you can support animals in 
need. Whether you’re shopping for your pets or looking 
to make a difference in the community, our booth is a 
must-visit. See you there!
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The bond between humans and their companion animals is 
nothing short of magical. It’s a symbiotic relationship where 
both parties find their needs met—pets rely on humans for food, 
shelter, water, and protection, while people often depend on 
their furry friends for a sense of purpose and companionship. 
This profound connection is known as the human-animal bond.

However, this bond faces numerous threats: domestic violence, 
displacement due to natural disasters, and even the ever-
looming specter of inflation. The risk of severing this bond 
can lead to devastating consequences for both humans and 
animals: isolation, loneliness, depression, and, in some cases, 
even loss of life.

Recognizing the gravity of this bond, Calgary Humane 
Society is dedicated to preserving it through our Continued 
Companionship programming. This initiative encompasses 
various programs, including the Pet Food Bank, Emergency 
Boarding and Pet Safekeeping, No-Cost Spay/Neuter and 
Wellness Clinics, Rosco’s Keep Them Home, Pets and Renters, 
and the Seniors Program. Each program addresses unique 
needs but shares one singular goal: to protect the human-
animal bond by connecting pet owners with essential resources.

Through these programs, we have touched many lives, each 
with its own unique story. We have encountered individuals 
bravely escaping domestic violence, battling health crises, 
and stretching their last dollar to ensure their pets are fed 
and cared for. The common thread among these diverse 
circumstances is the unwavering determination to protect 
and care for their beloved pets.

The reality is, without resources to maintain responsible pet 
ownership, people face extreme risks. We have met individuals 
who were previously suicidal before they met their pet, who 
then gave them purpose to stay alive. We have met individuals 
who got, and stayed, sober because of their pet. These stories 
highlight the vital importance of the Continued Companionship 
initiatives.

For many pet owners, the thought of surrendering their pet is 
a living nightmare. No one should have to face the heartbreak 
of giving up their pet because they have no choice. For one 
Calgary senior, this situation became a gut-wrenching reality.

Charlotte had her cat, Hershey, for eleven years. She rescued 
him from a drug house when he was just a kitten. Ten years 

Unbreakable Bonds: How Calgary 
Humane Society is Encouraging 
the Human-Animal Connection
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later, Charlotte faced a life-altering challenge—she was fleeing 
from domestic violence. Seeking shelter and safety for both 
of them, Charlotte enrolled Hershey in our Pet Safekeeping 
program. After a harrowing separation, they were reunited 
weeks later and Charlotte was so grateful that she became 
a volunteer to pay it forward.

Just one year later, a new crisis struck. Hershey fell ill, 
becoming lethargic and vomiting. Charlotte, now a senior 
on a low income, was unable to afford the necessary medical 
attention. She searched desperately for low-cost veterinary 
care but found no available resources in her time of need. 
With nowhere left to turn, she approached us, quietly inquiring 
about any possible resources. She braced herself for what 
seemed inevitable—surrendering her closest companion to 
get him the care he needed.

However, in 2023, we launched the Seniors Program. This 
initiative was designed with seniors like Charlotte in mind, 
acknowledging the struggles they face in accessing proper 
care for their pets. With the rising costs of veterinary services, 
many seniors on fixed incomes cannot afford the care their 
pets need, risking surrender or neglect. The Seniors Program 
aims to keep pets with their senior owners by subsidizing 
veterinary costs for qualifying seniors.

So, on November 21st, 2023, when Charlotte sought help from 
us, believing surrender was her only option, she was instead 
connected to the Seniors Program. Through this program, 
we provided the essential resources to keep Charlotte and 
Hershey together—healthy, happy, and safe once again.

In every program and every story, we reaffirm our commitment 
to preserving the human-animal bond, ensuring that no one 
must face the heartbreak of losing their beloved pet. Through 
initiatives like the Pet Food Bank, Emergency Boarding and 
Pet Safekeeping, No-Cost Spay/Neuter and Wellness Clinics, 
Rosco’s Keep Them Home, Pets and Renters, and the Seniors 
Program, we address critical needs and offer lifelines to 
those in dire situations. Each program is a testament to our 
dedication, providing support and resources to pet owners 
in their most vulnerable moments. Whether it’s helping a 
senior keep their cherished companion, offering refuge to 
pets of domestic violence survivors, or aiding those facing 
financial hardship, Calgary Humane Society stands as a 
beacon of hope. Our unwavering mission is clear: to protect 
animals, support people, and create a more humane world 
by keeping pets and their owners together, healthy, happy, 
and safe, reaffirming the profound connection that enriches 
both human and animal lives.
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Continued 
Companionship 
Programs
Pet Safekeeping Program
121 animals were supported while their families fled an 
unsafe domestic situation. This is a 20% increase from the 
prior year. 

Emergency Boarding 
42 animals were housed temporarily at Calgary Humane 
Society while their families managed an urgent and 
unexpected emergency. 

Rosco’s Keep Them Home  
7 animals benefited from the Keep Them Home Program 
which is offered through an ongoing collaboration between 
Calgary Humane Society and the veterinary community of 
Calgary.

Phoenix Fund
15 animals  used the Phoenix Fund and were provided 
veterinary care for an emergency. This care was offered 
through a partnership with our community clinics. 

Food Bank
299 Food Bank hampers were distributed to those who 
needed support with basic animal supplies such as food and 
litter. This is a 57% increase from the prior year.

Seniors Program 
152 animals participated in this program. This program, 
thanks to the generous support of the Calgary Foundation, 
provides support and resources to seniors who are struggling 
to manage the ongoing care of their pet. Everything from 
pet supplies to veterinary care is offered to ensure an animal 
can remain with their Senior family member for as long as 
possible. 

Community Spay & Neuter Clinics 
110+ applications for this new program, a no-cost spay 
and neuter service for low-income pet owners. Clinics are 
ongoing and a valuable resource to the community.
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Trudy’s story is one of compassion, commitment, and a 
deep-rooted love for animals. Growing up in Singapore 
during the late 60’s, she learned valuable lessons about 
responsibility and empathy from her parents. Her mom, 
an active supporter of the local SPCA, instilled in Trudy and 
her siblings a sense of duty toward caring for animals. One 
remarkable memory stands out: Trudy’s mom rescued seven 
dogs—one for each child—allowing them to name and care for 
their furry companions. Those early walks along Changi Beach 
taught Trudy the value of hard work and the joy of selflessness. 

Trudy’s father shared her passion for animals and was a 
hardworking entrepreneur. When their family faced housing 
challenges due to their pets, he took matters into his own 
hands. He purchased dog-friendly condo buildings, not only 
ensuring a home for his family but also creating a haven for 
other animal lovers. This commitment to giving back became 
second nature for Trudy and her siblings, shaping their family 
culture. 

Trudy’s journey continued when she moved to Calgary. Missing 
the companionship of a dog, she adopted a cat instead—a 
decision that ignited her love for feline friends. In 2021, she 
visited Calgary Humane Society (CHS) for a cat adoption 
appointment. The small, bustling organization left a lasting 
impression on her. Despite limited space and facilities, CHS 
was dedicated to caring for animals in need. Inspired by their 
mission, Trudy committed to supporting their growth. 

Although allergies prevented her from volunteering directly, 
Trudy found another way to make a difference: through donations. 
Over the past 23 years, she has consistently supported Calgary 

Humane Society. She advocates for the cause, hosts fellow 
animal lovers at the annual “Cocktails for Critters” event, and 
sponsors events through her business. Whenever emergencies 
arise, Trudy responds without hesitation. 

One of her most cherished moments was contributing to the 
Capital Campaign Mural Project, something many Calgarians 
were also involved in. Alongside hundreds of other supporters, 
Trudy immortalized her beloved pets on the lobby wall—a 
testament to her unwavering dedication. 

Trudy’s generosity, commitment, and advocacy have saved 
countless animal lives and transformed Calgary’s animal 
welfare landscape. Her example inspires us all to look beyond 
ourselves and care for our vulnerable companions. As we 
prepare for the 2024 Cocktails for Critters gala, we celebrate 
Trudy, her friends, and all the compassionate supporters, like 
Trudy, who make our work possible.

Thank you—you are the heart of our community, and we 
couldn’t do this without you.

Trudy’s Lifelong 
Love for 
Animals: A 
Heartwarming 
Journey 
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2024 Statistics (to June 30)
PROTECTION AND INVESTIGATIONS

PAGE 9

TOTAL INVESTIGATIONS	 504

SEIZED ANIMALS	 298

ABANDONMENT		  93

PHYSICAL ABUSE		  63

UNSANITARY CONDITIONS		  46

OVERCROWDING		  5

MALNUTRITION/STARVATION		  31

GROOMING NEGLECT		    9

HOT CAR		   6

MEDICAL NEGLECT	   114

INADEQUATE SHELTER                                             87 

INADEQUATE WATER		  11

INSPECTIONS		  8

OTHER		  31
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Patricia DAVIDSON
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $200 fine and a 2-year animal prohibition 
order.

Yong Bin FAN
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $750 fine and a lifetime animal prohibition 
order.

Kulwinder SINGH
Convicted under the Criminal Code of Canada and sentenced 
to a lifetime animal prohibition order.

Jason MOFFAT
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $750 fine and a 10-year animal prohibition 
order.

Lorne and Sheila MCLEAN
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to $150 fines and a 3-year animal prohibition 
orders.

Nicole KRECMAR
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $3500 fine and a 12-year animal prohibition 
order.

Charles WHITE and Crystal JOSEPH
Convicted under the Criminal Code of Canada and sentenced 
to 30 days incarceration, 6-months probation and lifetime 
animal prohibition orders.

Sky HELLSON
Convicted under the Criminal Code of Canada and sentenced 
to a 10-year animal prohibition order.

William VAN HOEPEN
Convicted under the Criminal Code of Canada and sentenced 
to a 6-months house arrest, 18 months probation, 40 hours 
of community service and a 10-year animal prohibition order.

Magnus HYNES
Convicted under the Criminal Code of Canada and sentenced 
to a conditional discharge, 2-years probation and a lifetime 
animal prohibition order. 

Emelyn SONTAG
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act and sentenced to 
a $500 fine and a 5-year animal prohibition order.

Minh HUNYH
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $750 fine and a 10-year animal prohibition 
order.

Krishna SHETYE
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $2400 fine and a 15-year animal prohibition 
order.

Sandra BUNES
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $100 fine and a 2-year animal prohibition 
order.

Anna BOSGRA
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a $300 fine and a 10-year animal prohibition 
order.

Safa AL-QADASI 
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a lifetime animal prohibition order.

Mohammed AL-EMAD
Convicted under the Animal Protection Act of Alberta and 
sentenced to a lifetime animal prohibition order.

Animal Cruelty Convictions
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Koda’s Triumph Over Fear
Fearfully shivering in the back of a backyard breeder’s car, 
on her way to an animal shelter, Koda was determined to 
never trust humans again. She was roughly dragged into 
the shelter and although the humans of the shelter rushed 
out to meet her and help her, to her mind, these creatures 
were all one and the same; all just as capable of hurting her 
as the last humans she met. Koda had no interest in making 
new friends with humans ever again.

Nicole gave Koda ample space, hoping Koda might come 
around soon, as Nicole needed to inspect her fur for fleas 
and potentially bathe her if her suspicions about fleas were 
correct. But Koda continued to run back to her kennel if Nicole 
so much as moved around her. If not hiding in her kennel, Koda 

Koda wanted nothing to do with her 
new foster Mom. 

Despite this, Animal Care, Animal Health, and Foster Care 
teams at Calgary Humane Society all continued to work their 
hardest to find a solution for Koda. We knew her past had been 
difficult and we were determined to find her a more hopeful 
future. To reduce her stress we found her a foster home willing 
to work with her, and take her out of the stressful shelter.

Nicole Pretty stepped up to this challenge and took Koda into 
her home. This would give Koda a break from the shelter and 
hopefully give her some space to come out of her shell, there 
was just one small problem… 

The shelter itself was stressful, and 
Koda’s behaviour continued to decline 
as did her faith in humans. 

chose corners of the house to put distance between herself 
and humans. Despite this, Nicole named Koda for the Dakota 
word meaning “friend or little bear”, Nicole was positive that 
one day this name would suit the fearful little puppy. 

Luckily Nicole’s cat, Magnus, struck up a friendship with 
Koda and showed her around the house. With Magnus by 
her side Koda was not completely alone and slowly began to 
realize she can trust Magnus’s human as well. Magnus always 
had a talent for making friends, and Koda was helpless 
against his feline charms. 

It wasn’t long until Koda was moving closer and closer to 
Nicole. Finally, one day after Koda approached Nicole and 
she asked, “what’s up sweetheart?” Koda flopped over, loose 
and comfortable, inviting belly rubs and affection from her 
foster Mom. 

Nicole was beginning to see more 
and more glimpses into Koda’s bright 
future. 

As Koda was working on learning to accept love, she remained 
available for adoption on Calgary Humane Society’s website. 
For over 300 days Koda and Nicole waited patiently to find 
the perfect family. Koda attended adoption appointments, 
but it was no easy feat finding her a good fit. She trusted 
Nicole, but other humans would have to work hard to earn 
that same trust. 

Koda was considered a “patient paw”, a status recognizing 
her long length of stay at the shelter that offered potential 
adopters reduced adoption fees and the opportunity to take 
an animal for a sleepover. One interested adopter brought 
Koda home for multiple sleepovers, and with the help of Koda’s 
foster Mom she tentatively became comfortable around this 
person and his dog. Hopes were high! This could be Koda’s 
chance! 
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Unfortunately the sleepovers proved to be more stressful to 
Koda than anything, she preferred the typical routine of her 
foster family and these changes to her daily agenda were 
scary. Despite all efforts the adopter chose to pass, and Koda 
remained up for adoption. 

Nicole continued to work with Koda. Determined to find Koda 
a great family, Nicole did not let this turn of events deter her. 
Koda enjoyed the respite from the sleepovers but little did she 
know she would soon be seeing that adopter again. 

In late April Koda’s potential adopter 
reached out. He had changed his mind 
and with the support of Nicole and the 
adoptions team at Calgary Humane 
Society Koda began her new life with 
this person. 

It took a year to not only find a home for little Koda, but to 
rehabilitate her. CHS was committed to not only getting Koda 
adopted into a loving family, but also to building new trust 
between Koda and humans and ensuring that her future would 
be a beautiful and bright one in her new home. With the help 
of Nicole’s tireless efforts, combined with the support of the 
Adoption and Foster teams at CHS and a couple of patient 
paw sleepovers, Koda is living up to her namesake and is now 
someone’s greatest friend, their cherished little bear.  
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KICKOFF EVENT

DEC 7

Tickets On 
Sale October 1st

Slippy’s Journey: From Calgary 
Tank to Tropical Sanctuary

This Season 
At Calgary 
Humane 
Society

Slippy the Map Turtle had spent his life in a cozy tank in Calgary, 
unaware that he was an illegal species in Alberta. He was surren-
dered to Calgary Humane Society in September of 2023 after 
his owners lifestyle changed and they could no longer care for 
him. The staff, faced with the challenge of finding Slippy a new 
home, discovered that live releases were only possible if Slippy 
was transferred to British Columbia.  

After many months of brainstorming, a connection at the Victoria 
Butterfly Gardens offered a perfect sanctuary. The lush, tropical 
environment of the butterfly conservatory on Vancouver Island 
seemed like a paradise for Slippy. Arrangements were made, and 
soon, Slippy was booked on a flight to his new home.  

The day of his departure was filled with mixed emotions. Calgary Humane Society staff, who had grown fond of the little 
turtle, placed him in a specially designed travel carrier. As Slippy embarked on his journey, there was a collective hope for 
his bright future.  

In May of 2024, the Victoria Butterfly Gardens welcomed Slippy with open arms. He was introduced to a vibrant, green 
habitat, filled with the fluttering butterflies and serene ponds. Slippy, now loved by Victoria Butterfly Gardens staff and 
surrounded by beauty, slowly adjusted to his new life. In this idyllic setting, he is thriving, living out his days in peace and 
harmony amidst the enchanting butterfly conservatory.  

It is stories like Slippy’s that remind all of us how important collaboration is. 
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Calling All Young Animal Lovers!
Do you have a passion for animals and a desire to learn more about the incredible creatures that share our world? Join us at the 
Everything Animal Professional Development Camps hosted by Calgary Humane Society! Our camps are designed for youth who 
love animals and want to dive into the exciting world of animal diversity and adaptations.

What You’ll Experience:

•	 Animal-Themed Games and Crafts: Engage in 
fun and educational activities that highlight the 
unique adaptations and diversity of animals. 

•	 Hands-On  Animal  Interactions: Get up close and personal 
with friendly animals at Calgary Humane Society. 

•	 Explore and Discover: Learn fascinating facts about 
different species and their roles in our ecosystem.

Camp Details: 

•	 Camp Fee: $65 Per Day

Upcoming Camp Dates:

Friday, September 27 
Friday, October 11 
Friday, October 25 
Friday, November 1 
Friday, November 8 
Tuesday & Wednesday (Two Day Camp!) November 12 & 13 
Friday, November 29

Spaces are limited so be sure to reserve your spot today! 
Don’t miss this opportunity to learn, play, and interact 
with animals in a fun and supportive environment. 
 
Join us at Everything Animal PD Camps and embark on an 
unforgettable adventure with your favorite animal friends! 
 
For more information, visit our website or contact Calgary 
Humane Society. We can’t wait to see you there!
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Jingle is a three-legged pup with the bounce of any other 
dog; Adoption Counsellors even mentioned that it seemed 
as though someone forgot to let her know she only has 
three legs! When she came to us, she was not keen on 
staying in the shelter. She was ready to find her forever 
home and excited to make new friends. She was frustrat-
ed, jumpy, and full of energy that even extra walks and 
love and cuddles from shelter humans could not mitigate. 
She had a lot of visitors, but not everyone was ready to 
take on her feisty personality. Until one day, she met her 
forever home with Sydney Rose.

Sydney came into the shelter to visit our dogs. She hadn’t 
planned on adopting that day until she saw our three-
legged friend, Jingle. Sydney and Jingle had an instant 
bond. 

When Sydney took Jingle home, they both had some chal-
lenges. Despite being out of the shelter and into a new 
home, Jingle was still mouthy and developed separation 
anxiety. As a result, Sydney had a lot on her plate. Sydney 
reached out to Calgary Humane Society with her con-
cerns and took one of our Polite Pooches classes.

In the class, Jingle learned everything from sitting to 
loose-leash walking. Jingle also learned how to deal with 
jumping and mouthiness which were some of Jingle’s 

Three-Legged 
Jingle’s Journey to 
Her Forever Home

many unique quirks. Sydney and Jingle’s trainer noticed 
that Jingle’s jumping and mouthiness is something to work 
on in addition to some separation anxiety and uneasiness 
with getting in the car. Our trainer reached out to Sydney 
to give her some extra help at no extra cost.

After a one-on-one consult Sydney was equipped with 
several positive reinforcement training techniques to help 
her tackle Jingle’s excitement and anxiety. Jingle is doing 
better now according to her dog mom, and they are con-
tinuing to work on Jingle’s training together. 

At Calgary Humane Society, 
we offer a variety of class-
es for the first-time dog 
owner or any dog own-
er looking to develop 
a more meaningful 
bond with their fur-
ry friend! 
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Scent Hounds
Discover your dog’s remarkable olfactory abilities in 
our three-week scent-based enrichment class. Learn 
scent games like snuffle mats, treat searches, and cup 
games, offering stimulating mental and physical exercise. 
Ideal for older, high-arousal, and nervous dogs, this 
program promotes movement, mental engagement, and 
confidence-building.

Reactive Rover
The Reactive Rover class is designed for dogs displaying 
on-leash reactivity like barking, growling, or lunging. 
Using evidence-based, force-free methods, we keep dogs 
under threshold in a controlled environment. Techniques 
learned also help with other triggers like bikes, joggers, 
and critters. Note: This class does not address human-
directed reactivity or aggression.

Fearful Fido
Fearful Fido is for dogs that cower, choose flight, and show 
signs of fear around people, new environments, and other 
dogs. Handlers learn to build confidence in shy or fearful 
dogs using counter-conditioning techniques, associating 
fearful environments and interactions with positive 
experiences.

Training Classes

Puppy Club
Join our revamped Puppy Club for a perfect blend of 
training and socialization! Prepare your puppy for a fun, 
adventurous life while learning basic training, handling, 
distraction management, and play skills. For puppies 10-20 
weeks with their second set of vaccinations. Start before 16 
weeks to graduate at 20 weeks!

Smarty Pups 
Smarty Pups offers dogs of all levels a solid foundation of 
skills through positive, humane training, building a strong, 
lifelong relationship. Learn attention, recall, handling, 
polite walking, and self-control. This is level one of our 
Canine Foundation Classes and is a prerequisite for Polite 
Pooches.

Polite Pooches
Advance your dog’s obedience skills in distracting 
environments with this course. Using positive reinforcement 
and practical exercises, we’ll enhance your dog’s ability 
to follow commands, stay focused, and behave politely in 
public. Join us to shape your dog into a well-behaved canine 
citizen and enjoy a truly polite pooch!

Ready to train? Sign up for our training classes at calgaryhumane.ca
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Our Community Outreach team is passionately dedicated 
to discovering innovative ways to connect with and engage 
our community members. This year, we are thrilled to 
introduce a heartwarming initiative that involves visiting 
senior homes with our beloved animal ambassadors 
for enrichment and companionship. These visits hold 
immense value, creating meaningful interactions that 
benefit both the seniors and the animals in profound ways. 
 
The joy these encounters bring goes far beyond momentary 
happiness. For seniors, the presence of our furry friends 
provides comfort, a renewed sense of purpose, and a 
cherished social connection that can be deeply enriching. 
The unconditional love and companionship that are offered 
by our animal ambassadors can transform ordinary 
days into extraordinary moments of joy and affection. 
 
Moreover, bringing shelter animals into the community 
fosters increased involvement and support for animal welfare 
causes. It serves as a powerful reminder of the importance 
of these wonderful creatures in our lives and encourages 
the adoption of shelter animals. These interactions also 
provide invaluable socialization opportunities for the animals, 
helping them become more comfortable and adaptable, 
ultimately increasing their chances of finding forever homes. 
 

“Our seniors here at Aspen Heights look forward to 
these visits every month! They bring joy and happiness, 
and for those that need it most, help resurface fond 
memories from their past. Thank you Calgary Humane 
Society for keeping our residents smiling!” 

-Maddi Thauberger, Health & Wellness Director, Aspen 
Heights Retirement Residence  

Building Bridges of Compassion 
Between Seniors and Animals

Through this initiative, we aim to create lasting bonds between 
our community members and our animal friends, promoting 
a spirit of compassion and understanding that resonates 
with everyone involved. Together, we can make a meaningful 
difference in the lives of both people and animals, nurturing 
a community that thrives on empathy, support, and love.
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In Canada, pets are more than just animals; they are 
beloved family members, providing invaluable emotional 
support and companionship to millions. Over 60% of 
Canadian households share their homes with cats and 
dogs, and more than 70% of these households view their 
pets as family. This deep bond transcends mere ownership, 
transforming into an essential relationship that enriches 
lives, supports mental health, and fosters community. 
 
Pets offer proven benefits, such as reducing stress, 
alleviating depression, combating loneliness, and 
enhancing social connectedness. These contributions 
align seamlessly with the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals, underscoring the significant role 
pets play in promoting overall well-being and resilience. 
 
However, despite these advantages, pet restrictions in 
rental housing persist, leading to housing insecurity and 
mental health impacts for many tenants. These restrictions 
disproportionately affect young people and vulnerable 
populations, including seniors and individuals with disabilities. 
The heartbreaking decision to surrender a pet often 
arises when renters face the impossible choice between 
suitable housing and keeping their beloved animals. This 
issue is escalating, driven by national economic challenges 
that have left many without viable housing options. 
 
One of the top three reasons people surrender their pets to 
animal shelters is the loss of suitable housing. As economic 
pressures increase, more families find themselves in this heart-
wrenching situation. Discrimination against renters with pets 
results in more animals being surrendered to shelters, putting 
additional strain on facilities that are already operating at 
full capacity. This crisis highlights the urgent need for change. 
 
Landlords, too, stand to benefit from adopting pet-
inclusive housing policies. Allowing pets can lead to 
increased tenant retention and foster a stronger sense of 
community within residential complexes. These benefits, 
combined with the improved well-being of tenants, make 
a compelling case for embracing pet-friendly policies. 
 
The solution is clear: implement nationwide policies 
that protect renters and their pets. Humane Canada 
has launched petition e-5046, calling for change to 
safeguard the bond between people and their pets and 
ensure housing security for all Canadians. By signing this 
petition, you can help pave the way for a more inclusive, 
compassionate society where pets and people thrive together. 

 
Join us in urging policymakers to create a future where no 
one has to choose between their home and their beloved pet. 
Sign petition e-5046 today and stand with Humane Canada 
in promoting a compassionate, equitable, and ptet-inclusive 
future for all Canadians. Your support can make a difference in 
the lives of countless families across the country. Together, we 
can ensure that everyone has the opportunity to experience 
the joy and comfort of living with pets.

Pets, People, and Policy: 
Why We Must Support 
Renters with Pets

OURCOMMONS.CA/PETITIONS/EN/PETITION/SIGN/E-5046
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She 
wants 
to show 
you 
her toe 
beans

Subscribe to our email list 
to unlock exclusive toebean 
content.

Visit CalgaryHumane.ca


